proposition that " what everybody says must be true," we are not prepared to surrender our own judgment to the overpowering force brought up in array by our author; and we think he shows a little indefiniteness in the ideas he attaches to the term " seat of disease." That the phenomena of hysteria are principally produced through the instrumentality of the nervous system cannot be questioned ; but it does not follow that it is the part of the structure primarily affected. Indeed, Dr. Laycock himself defines the morbid state he is about to discuss as one in which there is no organic disease (by which we suppose that he means no structural change) in the nervous system. As we are not believers in the pos-period of life in which the reproductive organs perform their functions, may require, like the second, a little qualification for exceptional cases. We trust that in these remarks we shall not be thought guilty of a carping and merely verbal criticism. Were these principles enunciated a little less ex cathedra, we should have felt ourselves less called upon to animadvert upon them ; but the somewhat dogmatic style in which they are put forth challenges doubt as to their universality. A few statements of a similar character occur elsewhere, such as the following, with which we oan by no means accord : " The advance in our acquaintance with the anatomy and functions of the brain and nerves, made during the last thirty years, is such as to render it certain that ultimately all generalizations, as well pathological as physiological, must be solely based upon the anatomy and physiology of the nervous system." Our opinion is just the contrary ; for we hold that the tendency of physiological science at the present time is to reduce the vast amount of phenomena which, for want of some better explanation of them, have been regarded as originating in the nervous system, and to distinguish those which are influenced by that system from those which are essentially dependent upon it. We may refer, in illustration, to what we have formerly said upon the physiology of the capillary circulation, and the pathology of inflammation, (see vol. VIII., p. 188, &c.) In the second section of the first chapter are discussed the General Relations of the Reproductive Organs; and here we find ourselves able to go along with our author with little exception. The reproductive organs are defined as essentially consisting of the ovaria in the one sex and the testes in the other, for which adequate reasons are given. The following very just observation concludes this section : " It is by no means certain that all the sexual differences depend upon the sexual organs; on the contrary, it is highly probable that there is an organi-Dr. Lavcock on the Nervous Diseases of Women.
[July, zatiou and development of the primitive tissues, to which these are subservient; in short, that the ovaries and testicles being subject in common with the whole system to this primary impulse or nisus, owe to it their own distinctive characters, and have the secondary influences they exert modified in such a manner in consequence, as to bring out the special difference of the sexes, as seen in the presence, texture, and configuration of certain special organs. " (p. 13.) This view is far more conformable to the general analogies of nature than that which supposes the sex Like the true kidneys in fishes and batrachian animals (to which they are analogous in structure) the Wolffian bodies extend along the whole length of the spine, from the heart to the end of the intestine; a fact, as we shall see from the next statement, highly interesting, because it proves the extensive connexion the genito-urinary system has with the spinal cord. In mammalia a vessel proceeds from these bodies, which opens into the vas deferens, or fallopian tube. In the higher vertebrata these false kidneys are used to contribute to the development of both the true kidneys and the testes and ovaria, the latter first appearing attached to their anterior margin by a fold of peritoneum. In the human embryo, at the seventh week, they are slender elongated bodies, situate below the kidneys, their permanent position in the lower vertebrata." (pp. 166-8.) The 
